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Foreword 


Hle was the kingliest. of Rings and more, 
Fle hulled Cnn ae pulled 
R ingdoms down. 
Nor ever cared hirnself to wear a Crown, 
His shining nakedness was all he wore.” 


Evolution which travels smoottuly along 
tamelessness, at certain urgent points of US 
process, turns into a revolution which has 
the arcane quality of moulding, for its own 
nourishment and resuscitation, certain 
UIqUe ; singular, rreproducable phenomena 
in human Jorms that pass into hustory and 
the history of the Divine. 

— Such rare breathtaking bemags are not 
born , but t just happen. To name but a few 


CS ae 


on the undlyung list of Godt, the deathless 
ones on earth, Whose influence passes into the 
lives 0 ations in Which resurrect 
pach ale: pach 
Paramahiansa., Virekananda, Anandamai , 
Sri Aurobindo, Ramana Maharshi and 
Gandhi , are the ripest contribution of Heaven 
to earth. Without our betng CONSCIOUS of the 
fact, they help millions, not only of our 
country , but of the world, to conte to 
breathe, dream , to ache fora shining world 
yet in the making. They were all apostles of 
peace , not merely of the peace as contrasted 
by et the peace of Christ which passeth 
all standing 

With Gandhi , non-violence Was never, 
ever for a fraction of a second, the weapon 
of the weak , but always the weapon of the 





strong. He Was ar ancestor Come back . 
full of love and. frith and naked 
simplicity of kindly thought, who would. 
not have dreamt, even in a dream , of 
hurting a fly. The word revenge was never 
WV Gandhi dictionary. 

Here 1s a book , Which J strongly 
belzeve, should be found in every home, 
since it contains a world of wisdom. 
Specially today, when the younger generation 
seems to be unconsious imbibing superficial 
thought . Ican only hope that a study of these 
quotations will help to bridge and cancel 
wholly, not Just huis generation - gap, but also 
Hs veneration gap. 


(Harendranath Chattopadhyaya 








An eyo for an eye 
ends up making 
the whole world blind . 

















| Literary education 
is of no value, 
if it isnot able 
to build up 
a sound character. 
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‘ She has theright 
to par cypate 

in the nunutest detals 
in the activities of man, 
and she has an equal right 

of freedom 
and liberty with hum 
1917 
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| 
Hatred wer kills, 
Love never dies 
such is the vast difference 
— between the two. 
Whats obtained by love 
1s retained forall hime. 
What is obtained by hatred 
proves aburden 
in reality, 
Jor it increases hatred. 








1919 


3 





| 


Fear of death 
makesus devoid 
both of valour and religion. 

_ For want of valour 
1s Want of religious s fauth 
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There are times 
when you have to obey 
a call whichis 
the highest of all, 

1.0. the vorce of conscience 
even though such obedience 
may cost many a bitter tear, 

z aid ms more, 
separation from frends, | 
Srom family, 
trom the state | 
to which you may belong, 
from all that You have field 
as dearas life itself. 
For this obedience 
is the law of our being . 
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Insistence on truth 
can come into play 
when one party practises 
untruth or injustice 

anaes) 
can love be tested. 
True froendship 
is put to the test 
only when one 2 party disregards 
the obligation of, friendship. 
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Tor mo, the present is merged 
IM eternity ? 
yf my not sacrifice 
the latter for the preset. 
1919 
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The test of friendshup 

15 assistance iN adversity, 
and that too, 
unconditional assistance 
Co-operation 

which needs consideratrow 
isa commeraal contract 
Conditional co-operation. 
ts ke aditerated cement 

which oloes not bind. 
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Ht may be long 

before the law of love 

will be recogrused 
in international « affars 
The machinerves of ‘government 

stand between 

and bude the hearts 
of one , people 

Jrom those of another. 


















_A vow 
Is A L purely religious act 
which cannot be taken 
i a ft of passvon. 

St can be taken only 
with amid purified 
ata composed 
and with God as WUNESS. 
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Nations are born 
out of. brava ¢ and suffering. 
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1s a matter of the heart. 
No 0 physical inconvenience 
can warrant abandonment 


of Ones OWH religuon. ; 


1920 















Non-cooperation 1s an t 
10 rit the oe 
loa Sense of their dugiuty 
and power: 
This cat only be done 
by enabling them to realize 
brute force, 
va they would but know 
the soul within. 
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Public opiuon alone 
Can keep asocely 
pure and healthy. 
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Whenever Ise an erring man, 
| Jsay to myself 
Ihave also erred: 
whend Se a lustful man 
I's ay lo mys elf, | 
so was J once; 
and un thus way Sfeel kinshup | 
will everyone ut the world 
and feel 
that J cannot be happy without 
the humblest july happy 


| 1920 
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To Jorqwe is not to forget: 

The merit les in loving 
inspite of the vivid knowledge 
that the one that mustbe loved 
is nor a frien. | 
| T here ts wo merity | 
| 


when you forget hum 1 for a friend. 
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Strength does not come 
rom physical capactty. 
St comes 5 from 
an indomitable will 


1920 











ea 





The moment there is SUSpuctOn 
about w L Persons motes, 


everything he does becomes tainted. 
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Are croods such simple things 
like the clothes 
which aman can change 
at will and put on at wil 7 
Creeds are such for which 
people we for ages and | ages. 
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S have but. shadowed. l for tv 
Oy YueHse longing 
to lose mey/self in the Eternal 
and become 
merely a lump of clay 
in the Potters dine hands 
50 that HU SCVICE 
may become more certamn 
because unsnterrupted 
by the baser self in me. 
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Ayn error does not become truth 
by reason of | 
multiplied ‘propagation, 
nor does truth become error 


because nobouly will see tt. 


192] 
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is as bad asa man who does evil, 


| 

A man who broods on evil 
| 

| if he ts no worse. 













Suffering 
cheerfully enchured, 


ceases to be suffering 
and 1s transmuted 


into an ineffable joy. 
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Als soon as we lose the moral basis 
we coase to be reliquous. 
There ismosuch thing as religion 
over-ruing morality. 
Man, for instance, 
cannot be untruthful, 
cruel or incontinent’ 
and clam 
to have God. on bus site. 


1021 
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Even aswisdom often comes 


from the mouths of babes, 
so Hoes often come 


from the mouths of old (people. 
The golden rule “5 
to test everytung 
in the light of reason 
and experience, 
no matter from where it comes. 
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Non- cooperation is directed 


not against men 





but agaunst measures. 
St 1s not directed 
ainst the Governors, 
but against the system 
admumster. 
The roots of non -cooperalion 
lie not in hatred 
but in justice, 
afnot inlove. 
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to be walled in on all sides 


and my windows to be stuffed. | 
Iwant the cultures of all the lands 
tobe blown about my house — | 
as freely as possible. 
But J refuse 
to be blown off may feet by any | 
Irofuse to lve 
in other people’shouses 
asan inter loper 
a beggar ora slave 




















| 
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Measures must always 
Ina _progresswe Socvety 
be held superior to men, 

who are after all 
imperfect instruments, 


working for their fulfilment. 


oz; 


| 
| 
} 
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oe 


Js will ‘far rather see 
the race of man extinct 
than that we should become 
less than beasts 
by making 
the noblest of God's creation, 
woman, 


the object of our lust. 
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She spirit of non-violence 
necessartly leads to husnuboty 
Non-violence means 
reliance on God, 
the rock of ages. 
yf we would seeh hus aud, 
we must approach Him 
with ahurmble and contrite heart 
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Abstract truth has no value 
unless it incarnates 
in human beings who represent i 
by / proving thew readiness 
to de , for it. 








I ama Puritan myself, 
but Iam catholic 
towards others. 
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There isa higher court 
than courts of pustice 
and that ts 


the court of CONSCLENCE. 
I supercedes 
all other courts. 


/02] 
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| Non-cooperation is 
beyond the reach of the bayonel 
It has found an abicling place 
in the Indian heart. 
Workers like me will Ai 
when the hour has struck, 
hut non cooperation wih roman. 
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Intolerance ts itself 

a form violence 
and an obstacle to the 2 growth 
of a true democratic spurte 
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This campagn of NON- cooperation 
has no reference to diplomacy, 
SUT L OF open. 

The only diplomacy i admis of 
us the statement and pursuance 


of truth at anny Cost. 





192] 














God 15, 
even though 
the whole world 
hun 


Truth stands, 
ever of. there be 


nO public support: 
It is self-sustained. 
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Never has man reached 
his destination 
by / persistence in deviation 


1922 











I claim that human mind 
or human society 
is not divided 
unto watertight compartments 
called social, | 
political and religquous. | 
AUT act and react 
upon one another: 
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The only wif 


love , punishes 


1S by suffering 
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The only virtue Iwant to clas 

is truth and non-violence. 
J lay no claim 

to superhuman powers. 





I want none. 
I wear the same corruptible Kesh 
that the weakest of 
my fellow beings WOM, 
and am therefore 
as liable to err as any. 
| My services have many hinutations 
but God, has upto Now 
blessed them 
in spite of the imperfections. 
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The human voice 
can never reach 
the distance 
that is covered, by 
the still small voice 


of CONSCIENCE. 


| 1922 
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If we want to cultivate 
a true spirit of democracy 
we cannot afford 
to be intolerant. 
Intolerance betrays 
want of faith in one’s cause. 
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When J admire 
the wonders of a sunset | 
or the beauty of the moon, 
soul expands 
ww the worship of the creator. 
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4 Violent means 
will give wolent freedom 
That wade i | 
to the world 
and to India herself. 


1924. 
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Religion ts more than lye. 
Remember that lus own reiqun 
is the truest torevery man 
even if u stands low 
in the scales of 
philosophical comparison. 


1924 








In nature 
there ts fundamental unly 
runing through all 
the dwversity we see about us. 
Religions are guvert to mankind 
so. as to accelerate 
the process of realisation 
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I believe in 
absolute oneness of God 


and therefore 


also of humanity. 
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However 
much J may sympathise with 
and adnure worthy molwes, 


Sam Ait MACOMPrOMMUSTAG 


onent 
of violent methods 
wen to Serve 


the noblest of causes. 


1924 





("Birth and death arenot 
two different states, 
but they are different aspects 

of the samestate. 

There is as little reason 
to deplore the one 

as there is 
to be , pleased over the other 





1924 
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For me every ruler 1s alien 
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Lyperience convinces me 
that + permanent good 
can nevor be the outcome 
of untruth & violence 
Even of my belief Ls 
a L fond delusion, 
it will be admitted that 
ib isa fascinating delusion. 
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I donot want to 


foresee the future. 
JS am concerned 
with taking care 
of the Z present. 
God has gwen nue no control 
over the moment ‘following. 





1924 








Indeed ones faith 
uv one’s plans anal methods 
ts truly tested 
when the horizon before one 
is the blackest. 








His my own firm belief 
that the strength of the soul 
Grows I L proportion 
as you subdue the e flesh. 
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My trust ts solely in God. 
Sind J trust men 
only because I trust God. 
If Shad no God. to rely upon, 
J should be like Timon, 
a hater of Hii SPUUs 
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Ones own regions after all 
a matter between oneself 
and one's Maker 
and no one elses. 








My religion 15 based on truth 
and non-violence. 
Truth is thy God. 
Non-violence is the means 


of realising Him. 
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St is any day better tostano erect 
with a broken 
and bandaged head 
than tocrawl on ones belly, 
in order to be able 
to save one’s head. 











Better far than cowardice 
15 killing 
and being killedin battle 
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Inutation ts 
the sincerest flattery. 


1925 
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Let 10 One Charge me 
or encouraged weakness 
or surrendered 
on matters of princyple. 
"But J have said, 
as J SAU again, 
that every trifle must not be 
dignufied into aprincaple 


1925 














Violent men 
have not been known 
in history to die to a man. 


Ther die up to a pont, 
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(Justice that love ges 
is a surrender, 
justice that law qwes 
is a L purshment: 
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yearning to be wholly qoot, 
wholly truthful 
and wholly non-violent 
uvthought, word and deed; 
but ever failing toreach the ideal 
which Sknow to be true. 
It isa painful climb 
but the , pon of tts 
a positive pleasure to me. 
Lach Sep upwards 
makes me e feel stronger 
and ft ut for the next 














Moral authority 
is never retuned 
by any attempt to hold on to tt. 
It comes without seektily 
and 1s retained without effort. 


1925 








Self resp ect 


knows 110 fees S. 


Me 
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“Power is of two kinds 
One is obtained by 
the fear of f punishment 
and the other by acts of love. | 
Power based on love is 
a thousand times more effective 
derwed from 1 fear of purushment . 
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LA reliquon 
tat takes no account’ 
actual affairs 
and does not help to solve them, 








There is no  princple 
| worth the name 


if it isnot wholly good. 
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No sacrefice ts worth the name 
unless this w JOY 
Sacrifice and along face 
4 Ml to oo 
Sacrifice is makuygsacred / 


He must’ be a OOF ecLInen 


who is inneed of sympatty 


for tas SACTHY ICE. 








That service is the noblest 
which ts rendered 
for us own sake. 












Every formula Of every religion 
has in this age of reason, 
to submit to the acid test 
of reason and uruversal assent. 
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God tries his votartes 
throught and through 
but never beyond endurance. 
He gives them strength enough 
lo ) 40 through the ordeal 
he prescribes s for them. 
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ie 
ove 
s nt claw 
pe ver qwes . 
e Pa 
5, 


ev 
er resets 
Fs 


Never rev 
Cnges tiself. 
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I clam to be asumple indwidual 
liable to err 
like aly other r fellow mortal. 
I own, however, thit 
S have hunulity enough. 7o confess 
muy errors and to retrace inf steps 
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Truth as Py mature self evudent, 
AS SOOW BS YOU remove 
the cobwebs of ignorance 
that surround tt, 


it shines clear 





St means power of resistance 
and assinulation. 
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Man has reason, discrimination 
and { free-will such as tt ts. 
The brute has no such thing 
St isnot a free agent; 
and knows no distinction 
between virtue and vice, 

Ggood-and ow. 

Man, being a free agent, 
knows these distinctions, 
and when he , follows 
his hugher nature, 





80 


shows himself f farsy ertvor 
to the brute, 
but when he 2 follows 
his baser mature 
can show himself lower 
than the brute. 
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Finger 1s the enemy of Alums 
Gna L pride isa monster 
that swallows it wp 


1926 
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Non-violence 
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A L principle Is 
the expression of perfection, 
and as unyper fect bangs like us 
cannot practise perfection, 
we devise every moment limits 

Of tts compromise in x practice. 
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I 5 casy trough tOSY, 

SJ donot believe in Goel! 
For God pernuts alt , Lungs 
tobe saul of Him with iinpunily 
Fe looks at our acts. 
Flu any breach of His Law 
carries wilh 
not Ws vindictive, 
but ts purifying, 

compelling ] prunishment- 
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He who rifles with truth 
cuts at te root ‘of Ahumsi. | 
He who SHYLY 


us quuilty of Tusa 


1926 














Human society 
ISA ceaseless growl, 
GH Ulf oldment 


1926 
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Ff patience isworth anything 
iz must endure to the endl of hime 
And a living faith will bast 
inthe midst of 
the blackest storm. 
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Though we may Rnow Tim 
by a thousand names, 
He 15 One 





and the seune tous all 


1926 
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. i YY rence 
to be often upset by God, 
but, at the same tine, 

ae Pee 
the search of truth, 







aman splans are frustrated 


the ussue os never inyur tous 





A no uttered 
from deepest conviction 
os better and, gree 
than WM Yes é 
merely ultered Lo please, 
or whut 1s worse, 
to wotd trouble 
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upon Gyreement 
on all matters 
is not worth the name. 
Friendship to bereal 
must ever sustain 
the weight of honest differences, 
however sharp they be. 


1927 
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Al clean confession, 
combined with A promuse 
never to commit the sin aguun, 
when offered before one 


who has the right to receive tt, 
is the , purest type of repentance. 
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Furity of f personal life 
for bulding up 


a sound education. 


Ce 










“Perfection 
is the excuse attribute of ‘God, 
and tis wndescribable, 
untranslatable. 

I do believe that it is possible 
for human beings 
to become 2 perfect, 
even as God is sporfect. 
Stisnecessary (forall ofus 
to aspire after that t perfection 
but when that Pes. 


ts attained, tt becomes 
indescribable, indefinable. 
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What is true of the indwidual 
will be to-morrow true 
of the whole natron 
of indwiduals will but rofuse 
to lose heart and hope. 







1927 











ed 


Service which is rendered 
without Joy 
helps neither the servant 
nor the served. 
(But all other "pleasures 


and | possessvons 


pute into nottungress 
before service which 1s rendered 
I a purit of joy. 











It has always been 
a mystery tome 
themselves honoured 
by the humiliation 


of thar fellow beings 
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The spurt of democracy 
is not a mechanucal thing 
to be adjusted 
by abolition of forms. 
St requires change-of heart. 

















Is quite proper 
to resist and attack asystem 
but to resist 






and attack its author 
is tantamount to resisting 
and attacking oneself, forwe areall 
tarred with thesame brush, 
andare children of 
| one and the same Creator. and assuch 
the divine powers withinus are infnvte. 
To slight a single human being, 
is to slight those dwine powers and 
thus to harm not only that ‘Being, 
but. with Flin, the whole world. 
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Let us nll be brave enough 
to die the death of a martyr, 
but let no one lust for martyrdom. 


1927 





Al true soldier does not aque 
as he marches, 
how success 
LS 5 gorng tobe ulinmately achieved. 
But hes confident that 
if he only / plays his humble part well, 
somehow or other 
the battle will be won- 
Kisin that sprit | 
that every one of us should act. 
St is not gwen to us 
to know the future. 
But it isqwento everyone Ofus 


to 
how todo our own x part well 
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ae co-operation Is a duty, 
I hold that non-co operation also 
under certain conddyons 
is equally a duty. 








fall the ammat creation of God, 
man is the only anunal 


who has been created 
imorder that 


he may Rnow bus Maker 
Mans aim in life isnot 
ore 
to add from day to day 
to bis material prospects 
ard to bus material ‘ POSSeSSHONS 
but bus ‘predominant calling bs, 
from day to day to come nearer 
to his own Maker. 





]04 











Spiritual. relationship 
is jw more precious than physical. 
Physical relationship divorced 
from pprttual 
is body without soul. 


1927 
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Man and bus deed are 
two distinct things. 
Whereas a good deed shold 
call forth approbation 
and a wicked deed dis-approbation, 
the doer of the deed. 
whether good. or wicked 
always deserves respect 
or r pity as the case meu be. 
Hlate thesin and not the sinner 
is wv precept which 
h easy enough to understand 
i rarely practised, ard that 1s why 
the 2 poison of hatred spreads 
in the world. 


105 


AU the reliquons of the world, 
while they rly differ 
in other respects, 
unstedly (proclaim that 
nothing lives in this world 
but Truth. 
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Morality is the basis of: things 
and truths 
the substance of all. morality, 


1927 








Mankind 1s notoriously to dense 
to read the signs 
that God sends from tume to tune. 
We require drums to be beaten 


. 


IMh0 Our bats, 
before we should wake 
Jrom our trance | 


and hear the warming 
and see that to lose oneself. inall, 


is he only way 10 find oneself. 
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SI do not want apy y patronage; 
as J do nol qe any. 
Sama lover of ry OW liberty, 
and so I would Wo nothing 
to restruct Yours. 
SI. stiteplif war (0 please 
OWH COMSCLEHE, 


whith ts Gon: 
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Real sufforu 
bravely ane 
mules even a heart of stone, 
Such isthe potency of suffering 
And there lies the key 
to Satyagraha. 





But for my faith in God, 
I shuould have been 


A rowing MUA. 
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There is an orderliness 
in the unwerse, 
there is an unalterable law 
Governing everything 
ne ee ae 
that exists or lives. 
St 1s no blind law; 
jor n0 blind law 
can govern the conduct 
of lung bangs. 


1028 
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The furs: condition 
of hunaneness 
isa little humility 
and a little diffrdence 
about the correctness 
of ones conduct 
and w lutte recoptweness 
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Where love ts, 
there God ts also 


1928 
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Wo, aremerely the instruments 
Of the Allmghtys will 
and therefore ygnoran 
of what helps US s forward 
and what acts 
asan umpedimert. 

We must thus ret satis 
with the knowledge 
only of the means 
and if these are pure, 


— wecmn fearlessly leave the end 
to take care of kself. 
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There will havetobe 
rigid and Iron disupline 
before we achieve 
anything great and ei: 
and that discipline 
will not come | 
by mere acaderme ar quinen 
ana appeal t0 reason ue logic. 
iscipline ts learnt | 
in the school of aclversity 
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Non violence is not a quality 
tobe evolved 
or oXpressed to order 
Kis an inward. (growth 
| depending y for sustenmmiue 
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Constant development 
is the Law of life, 
and aman who always tries 
to maintain bus dogmas 
wm order to appear 
consistent drives himself 
into a false postition. 


1928 
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I believe that cunning ts 
not only morally wrong 
but also politically 

— mexpedient, 
and huve therofore 
always discountenancea 
its use ever from the 
practical standpoint. 
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When anything ASSUINES 
the strength of a creed, 
it becomes self sustained 
and derwes theneeded 

support from withun. 
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\ Ido dimly / perceive | 
that whilst everything 
around me 1s ever- hanging, 
| ever-aying, there is underlying 
all that changea living Power 
that is changeless, that 
holds all together, that 
creates, dissolves and recreates. 
That informing | power 
or spirit 1s God. 
And since nothing else I sve 
merely through the senses 
can or Will persist, He alone is 
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Nonviolence and cowardice 
are contradictory terms. 
‘Non-violence is 
the  greaest virthe, 

cowardice the /greakest Vice. 
— Non-violence springs from love, 
cowardice from hate. | 
Non-violence always suffers, 
cowardice 
would always nf lict suffering, 
Perfect non-Violence 
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Is the highest bravery. 
Non-violent’conduct 

is never demoralising, 
cowardice ALWAYS 15. 


1929 
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| “Ench one has tofind his pence 
rom within. 
And peace to be real 
must be unaffected 
by outside Circumstanes. 
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St is man’s socal nature 
which distinguishes him 
from the brute creation, 
Sfit is his privilege 
to be independent, 
to be inter-dependent. 
Only an arrogant man 
will claim 
to be sidependent 
of every boty else 
and be self-contained. 
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Healthy discontent 
is the prelude to progress. 





1929 
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Wanliness consists not in buff 
bravado or lordliness. 
It consists mn daring 

to do the right 

ania {facing CONSEGUEHCES 

whether tt is in matters soctal, 

political or other. 


SE consists in deeds 
not in. words. 
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Commuonsense is 
the realised sense Of, f proportion. 
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Golden y felters 
are noless galling 
to a self-respecting mut 
than tron ones; 
the ting Wes it the felters 
not in the metal. 
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It would conduce 
lo national progress 
Ghd SAVE W great dea of time 
anid trouble 
if we cultivated the habrtof 
never supporting the resolutions 
Meh bine 6 
OT voting Jor them 
OY we had not other 
the intention or the ability 
lo carry them out: 
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‘Breath of promise 
is a base surrender of truth, 
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Intellect takes us 


along tt te battle of life 
lo a certain linut’, 
but at the crucial moment 
tb fails us 
Fiith transcends reason. 
Nis when the horizon 
is te darkest 
and human reason 
is beaten down 
to the proud 


and comes to our rescue. 
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I reject 
any religious doctrine 
thut does not 
eal to reason 
aru 1s iH conflict 


with morality, — 
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Gentleness, self sacrifice 
and generosity 
are the extluswe possession 


of no one race or reliquon. 
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Fach one e prays to God 
according to bus own light. 


1950 














The world is touched by sacrafice 
It does not then discriminate 
about the mercts of a. cause. 

Not so God- 
Peis all seeing. 
He insists 
on the purity of the cause 
and on adequate Sacrifice thereof. 
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‘Breach of, f promise 
is no lessan act of insoly 
than arefusal to pay one ’s debt. 
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Prayer isnot asking. 
tt late of ee 
St is daily admussion 
of one’s weakness. 
Kis better in xprayer 
to have a heart without words 
than words without a heart. 
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The law of sacrifice is uniform 
throughout the world. 
Do be offectwe 
it demands the sacrifice 
of the bravest 
and the most spotless 


1950 
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Man becomes great 

exadly inthe degree 
in which he works 
forthe welfare 
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We may have 


our private opinions 


but why should they be a bar 
to the meetug oF hearts ? 


1930 








There should be truth 


in thought, truth in speech, 
and truth waction. 

Jo the man who has realised 
this truth in | perfection, 
nothing else remains tobe known 
because all knowledge 
is necessarily included in it. 
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Iwold heartily welcome 
the usuon of Fast and ‘West 
provided. it 1s not based 


on brute force. 












I saw that nations 
hike indwiduals 
could only be made 
through the agony of the Cross 
and in no other way. 
Joy comes not out of infliction 
| aun on others 
but out of pan 
volurtardy borne by oneself: 
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Ain ounce of, [practice 


is worth more 


than tons of f preaching. 
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Courage has never been known 
tobea matter of muscle ; 
it isa matter of the heart: 
The toughest muscle 
has been known 
to tremble 
before an imaginary fear: 
Stwas the heart 
that set the muscle atrembling 
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To meart 
in order to be truly great must, 


like the beauty of ‘Nature, 
be universal in its appeal. 





St must be simple 

in its ‘presentation 
and direct in us xpression, 
like the language of Nature. 


me 











God. sometimes does try 
to the uttermost 
those whom 
he wishes to bless. 


1931 
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When restraint and courtesy 
are added to strength, 


the latter becomes irresistible. 
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Suffering 
has its well-defined limits 
Suffering can be 


both wise and unw15e, 


and when the limit is reached, 


to prolong it 
would be not unwise 


but the height of folly 











Have Snot gazed. 
at the marvellous mystery 
oF the starry Vault, 
hardly ever turing 
of the great panorama ? 
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I hae worshipped woman 
as the lwing embodiment 
of the spirit of. Service 

and sacrifice. 
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‘Proved. right should be capable 
of being vindicated 
b rt ht means 
rude te. Sanuguitiary IMCANS. 
Man may and should shed 
his own blood {for establishing 
what he considers to be his right: 
He may not shea the blood 
of his opponent 
who disputes his right. 















1955 








I look only to the good. qualities 
men. 
Not being | faultless myself, 
Iwon ¢ presume to ) probe | 
into the , faults of others. 


YD 
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“Woman 
has a compasstonale heart 
which melts 
atthe sight of suffering. 


1959 
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Everyone who wills can hear 
the inner vou. 
It iswithin everyone. 


1933 
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Shave beena willing slave 
(o this most exacting Master 
Jor more than halfa century. 
His voice has been 
| as years have rolled by 
He has never forsaken me 
even in my darkest hour: 
| He has saved me often 
against myself 
and left me nota vestige 
ndependenc . 
The greater the surrender to Him 
the greater has been my y /2Y. 
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‘AL certain degree 
of physical: harmony 
and comfort 1s necessary, 
but above a certain level 
it becomes a lundrance 
instead of a help 
Therofore the ideal 

of creating 
an untimuted number of Wants 
and sabasfying them 
seems to be 
a delusion and a snare. 
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Evil is, 


good or truth misplaced. 





D9 
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There is nohuman institution 
but has its dangers. 
| The ‘greater the institution , 
the greater the chances of abuse. 
Democracy ISA great institution 
and therefore it is hable 
to be greatly abused. 
The remedif therefore 1s not 
avoidance of democrnc. 
but reduction of the 
possibility of abuse toa mnimun. 
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Man cannevor be 
a woman's equal 
in the spirit of selfless service 
with which Nature 
has endowed her: 














I believe 
inthe fundamental truth 
of oll great religions 
ofthe world . 
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My lifers one tndwisible whole, 
| andall my activities 

run into one another. 

and they all have their rise 


in my see love of mankind. 
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I need no insptration 
other than Nature’s 
She has never fouled. me yet. 
She mystif ves me, 
bewilders me, 
sends me into ecstastes. 
‘Besides Gods handiwork, 

does not man's fade 
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The real ornament of woman 
isher charactor, 











Ob deprive aman 
of his natural liberty 
and to deny to him 
theordinary amenities of life 
1s worse than starving the body, 
it 1s starvation of the soul 
the dweller in the body. 















lity cannot be 
an observarice by self. 
Tor, t does notlond itself 
to being deliberately (practised. 
St is, however, 
an indispensable test 
of Ahimsa’ 
Tor onewhohuas Alumsa’ 
in hum tt becomes part of 
his very nature. 















167 






God, as Truth, has been forme 
a treasure beyond TICE. 
May He be so 


toevery one of Us. 
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Non-violence ss the , grembest force 
ut the disposal of mankind. 
St is mightier than 
the mightiest weapon 
of destruction devised 
by the ingenuty of man. 
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Destruction isnot 
thelaw of humans. 
Man lives freely 

only by hus readiness to dve, 
ff need be 
at the hands of hus brother, 
never by killing hum. 


‘Every murder or other injury, 

at “for what he 
commited or inflicted on another 

isa crime against humarty. 
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The main purpose of life 
isto lwe righily, 
think rightly, 
act rightly. 
The soul must languish 
when we qive all our th ought 
to the boty 
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Unwearied ceaseless fort 

fais the price that must be pad 
for turning faith into 

a rich fallible perience. 
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‘Manliness consists 


uemaking circumstances 


subserve to ourselves. 
Those whowill not heed 
themselves perish. 
To understand this ‘principle 
is not to be impatient, 


not to reproach fate, 

not to blame others. 
He who understands the doctrine 
of self-help 
blames himself for - failure. 





1936 






















Si urely conversion 1s a matter 
between man and lus Maker 
who alone knows 
his creatures’ hearts. 

A conversion 
without a clean heart ts, 
TL opinion, 

a deal of God and Religion: 
Conversion 
without cleanliness of heart 
can only be a matter of sorron) 


not f0Y, toa godly | person. 
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I havenot 
the shadow of a doubt that 


AMi{ man or woman can achieve 


what J have, 
if he or she would make 
| the same offort and cultivate 
the same hope and faith . 
Work without t faith 
ishkean attempt to reach 


the bottom of a bottomless put: 


1936 
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Mdigested principles are, 
Ube hat. 
worse than ill-digested food, 
for the Latter harms the body 
and there i'scure for tt, 
whereas the former ruins the soul 
and there is no care fort. 
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The essence ofall 
reluquons 1sone. * 
Only their approaches 
are different. 


IJ 


WI 













Restraint never ruins oneshealth. 
What ruins it; 1s not restraunt 


but outward. SUppesswOn. 
A relly self-restrouned persow 
=~ Jrows every day 
from strength to strength 
and from peace to more pene. 
The very fast step 
Oy self -restrount vs 
the restraunt of thoughts 
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Ve should meet abuse 
by forbearance. 
n nature is so constituted 
that of we take 
absolutely no notice 


of anger or abuse, 
the - persorv indulging init 
will soon weary of it and stop. 
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True religion 
isnot a marrow doqma. 
Jt is not external observance. 
Nis s faith in (God 
and ling in the presence of God. 
Jt means 5 faith ma future life, 
in truth and Abumsa. 
There prevails today 
asort of apathy towards 
these things of the Spurtt: 
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Only he can take great resolves 
who has ime faith 








A small bodly 
of determined . spirits 
fired by an unguenchable faith 
in their musston 


can alter the course of hustory. 


1938 
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g may live without air and water, 
butnot without Hum 
You may pluck out muy eyes, 
but that cannot kill me. 
You minty chop off my Ost 
hut that will not kill me. 
‘But blast my belief in God, 





Nan'snature 
is wot essentially oytl. 
‘Brute nature 
has been known to yield 
to the influence of love. 
Vou must never despair 
of Auman nature. 
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Freedom ts never 

dear at auf price. 
Kis the breath of life. 

What would aman not pay 


jor living ? 










1938 





ISS 


Iknow to banish anger 
altogether from one ss breast 
sa difficult task. 

It cannot be achieved 
through pure personal offort 
It canbe done only 
by God's grace. 
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Lveryone has s faith in God 
though | 
weryone does not know it- 
For everyone has faith 
in himself 

and that multiplied 
| to the nth degree is God. 
The sum total of alt that lives 
| is God. 
We may not be God, 

but we are of God, 
even as a little drop of water 

1s of the ocean: 








There ts no one without faults, 


pot even men of God. 
Theyaremen of God | 
not because they are faultless, 
but because they know 
their own faults, 
they StrWe ee 
they do not hide them, 
and are ever remy 
to correct themselves. 

















Non-violence and cowardice 
ye il; together. 
S can imagine 
A fully armed man 
tobe at heart a coward. 
Possession of arms implves 
an element of fear, 
ifnot cowardice. 
“But true non-violence 
is AN umpossib} Ly 
without the > POSSESSION of 
unadulterated fearlessness. 
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‘Providence 
has its appownted hour 
pee 
Mp cannot command results, 
we can only str we. 
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The buardest metal yields 
_ to sufficient heat. | 
Fiver so must the hardest heart 
melt before sufficiency 
of tie heat of non-Veolerue. 
And thre isno limit 
to the capacity of non-Violence 


to generate heat. 
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Rights accrue automatically 


to hum who duly 


| 
In fact the right | 
Re ase 
is the only right 
that ts worth living j jor 
A dying j for: 
It covers all legitimate rights 
All the rest is grab 
under one Guise or another 
and contains mit 


sted of Himsa 
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Kis good. tosee ourselves 


as others see us. 


Sr Aas we ny. 
. never able 
to know ourselves 


fubly as we are, 
especially the evil side of us. 
This wecan do only 
F we arenot angTy 


with our critics 
but will take ww L GoOU /eart 
whatever they might have to say. 
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Far more indispensable 
than food. 
forthe phystcal bodys 
spwritual nourishment 
for the soul. 
One can do without food 


jora considerable time, 

but aman of the spirit 
cannot Gast fora single second 
without spiritual nourishment. 
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A dissolute character is 
more dissolute in thought 
than tn deed. 
And the same 1s true of violence. 
Owr violence in word and deed 
1S bura feeble echo 
of the SUG violence 


of thought in us. 


1959 
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Democracy must if essence, 
therefore, 
mean the art and science 
ff mobilising the entire physical, 
economuc and spiritual resources 
of all the various sections 
of the e people in the Servite 
of the common good of all. 
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Ge / principle isa principle 
and in no case 
cant be watered down 


because four incapacity 
to lwe it inrpractice 
We have tostrive 
to ac/ueve it 
and the string should be 
conscious, deliberate and hard. 
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‘Al nation’s culture resides 
inthe hearts and. 
in the soul of ts people 
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— Whoams? 
Shaveno strength 
savewhat God gives me. 
Ihave no authority 
over my countrymen 
save the puremoral. 
If He holds me 
| to be apure imstrument 
for the spread of, nonviolence 
in place of the awful violence 
now ruling the earth, 
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He will qweme the strength 
and show me the way. 
My greatest weapon ts 
mute prayer 
The cause of peace ts 
therefore, in God sqood hands 


1959 
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I We tosee India free 
in iy life-tume. 
But God may not consider me 








tosee the dream 
dh apa 
Shen I shall quarrel. 
not with. Him but with 
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Ful compromise 
isbased on gweand take, 
but there canbe no 
giveand takeon fundamentals. 

compromuse 
on mere fundamentals 
isasurrender. 
For tt ts all que and nw take. 
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Letween husband and wife 
there should be nosecrets 
from one another. 


Shave a very high opinion 
of the marriage te 
S hold that husband and wife 
merge in cach other. 
They are one mn two 
or two in ONE. 


1940 
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Sis foolish to think that 
the dread ( godt of death. | 
Lotus treat him 
as a beneficent angel 
rather than a dread god. 
‘We must face and welcome 
him whenever he comes. 
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Sis the law of love 
that rules mankind. 
Had violence, t.e. hate, ruled us 
we should have become extinct 
0. 


Alad yet. the tragedy of itis that 


the so-called cwilized men 
and nations conduct themselves 


as if the basis of society 


was Violence. 





wep. 








The badge of the violent is 
hus weapon, Spear, word or rifle 
God 1s the shueld 
of the non-wolent. 


1940 
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St 1s unwise tobe too sure 
one’sown wistlom. 
Sis healthy to be reminded tat 
the strongest might weaken 


and the wisest might Orr. 


1940 
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Seis through truth & non-violence 
that Ican havesome eghimpse 
Gud. 
Truth & non-violence are iy God. 
They are the obverse and reverse 
of the Same con. 





Before the throne of the Minighty, 
manwill be juelged 
not by lus acts 
but by lus intentions. 


Tor God alone reads ourhearts. 
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Mornlity which depends upon 
the huelplessness of 


A HUAN OF words 


has not much to recommend tt: 
Morality is rooted 
in the epurity of our hearts. 
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An Opponent is entitled to 
the samereqarn Tor lus principles 
as we would expect others 

to have for OUIS. 
Nonviolence demands 
that we should seek 


lel eer] 
to win over ‘opponents. 
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Glory lues inthe attempt 


to reach ones qoal 


and not in reaching tt 
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ustas aman would not cherish 
Ming Wa body 
other than his own, 
soo nations not like to live 
wiiler off ier WALLS, 
however noble and great 


the latter may be. 
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No, religquon which [s narrow 


and which cannot satis fy 
the test of (Caso , 


will survive the coming 
reconstruction of society 
inwhich 
the values will have changed 
and character, 
Hot possession of wealth, title, 
or birth, 
wl be thetest of mertt. 





1942 





214- 


How canone be compelled 
to accept slavery ? 
Ssinply rofuse 
to do the masters bidding, 
Hemay torture me, 
break my bones toatomns 
and even kill me. 
He will then have my de ad boty 
not my obedience. 
Ultimately, therofore, tt is i 
who am the victor and not he, 
or he has 5 failed in 1 getting me 
to do what he wanted done. 
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Non-violence requires 
a double faith. 
faith in God 

and also faith in man. 


216 


he moment he wants to multiply 
hus cathy wars. 

Man s happiness really lies 
wn contentment. 








| | 

| | 
| Hower invariably elects to 40 

into the hands of the strong. 
That strength may be physical 
Or of the heart 
0, if we Av not fight stuf 
Of the word, of the spirit 
Stn cngth of the heart 
connotes soul - “fore. 


Let it be remembered that 
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physical, orce 1s transitory, 

oven as the hotly is transitory. 

"Put the e power of the s spurt 
1S ss Veh AS 
the s spirits everlasting. 
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Truth quenches untruth, 
love quenches anger, 
self suffering 
quenches Violence. 
This eternal rule 
isa rule not t for saints only 
but forall. 
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My work will be efuushed 
if Isucceed 
in carrying conviction 
to the human family, 
that every man or woman , 
however weak in borty, 
1S the guardian of: fus or her 
self respect and liberty, 
and that Hus defence 2 prevails, 
though the world be 
against the mdwidual resister: 
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Confesston of errors 
is Like a broom 
which sweeps away the dirt 
anil leaves the surface 
brighter and Clearer. 
S feel. stronger - Jor confession. 
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I worship Got 
as Truth only . 


IS have not ‘yet found Fh, 


but Jam seeking 
after Thin 
Sam Lprepared to sacrifice 

the things dearest to me 
un pursuit of this quest. 

Even if the sacrifice 
demanded my very life, 

Shape 
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| Say be prepared to give it : 


| 
ww 


We donot need 
to » proselytise 
either by our speech 
or by our writing. 
WMiaae lo ice 
with our lives. 
Let our lives 
be open books 


Sor al to study. 
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